
StarTech, hosted by the 500 Section in
Indianapolis, Indiana, will take place
beginning Saturday, May 2 through part

of Sunday, May 3. The reason for hosting
StarTech is to provide members of our club—
who have special interests in the technical
aspects of Mercedes-Benz—a fun event to
exchange ideas, attend seminars, see
demonstrations, and exhibits. This event
only takes place every other year so, don’t
miss out! We are expecting special guests
from MBUSA. Our National Board Meeting
will precede StarTech and plans are under-
way for a Section Presidents’ Meeting—more
details will follow.  

StarTrack, hosted by the Pittsburgh Sec-
tion, will take place July 18 thru the 21st. The
concours event is in conjunction with the Pitts-
burgh Gran Prix. The track events will be held
at BeaveRun Motorsports Complex.  

Midwest Caravan, hosted by the Kansas
City Section, will take place August 14-18
in Topeka, Kansas with track events to be
held at Heartland Park Topeka. 

Many members joined us for our Fall
National Board Meeting, hosted by the Mile-
High Section, in Denver, Colorado. Cindy,
Geni, Karen, and Renee were able to join us,
as we were about an hour away from the
National Business Office in Colorado Springs.

During the various meetings, we challenged
ourselves to each sponsor ten new members
in 2009. An initiative was approved for a task
force, headed by Regional Director Doug Dees,
to explore branding and marketing consult-
ants. Final approval was given for a revised
Procedures Manual, which is available at
www.mbca.org under “Club References.”

Many of us were recruited by an existing
member of the MBCA. I literally drove by the
office in Colorado Springs and didn’t know
the club existed. A member contact made the
difference in my case. The best recruitment
tool our club has is you. As a thank you for
recruiting new members, we will extend your
membership a month for every new member
you recruit (your name or number must be
included on the initial application).

Our new magazine, which started in
Mar/Apr 2007, has been very well received.
Thank you to Editor Jim Luikens and Asso-
ciate Editor Mary Hedberg who will continue
contributing to The Star. Along with Suzin
Koehler (below), our Art Director, we started
out, basically, with empty cupboards, as Jim
likes to say. Welcome to Gary Anderson who
will begin as Editor/Art Director for The Star
with the March/April 2009 issue. 

Congratulations and thank you to our
2008 VIPs: our Members and Officers-of-the-
Year. We appreciate Awards Committee Chair
Scott Suit’s assistance with collecting our
nominees and coordinating the plaque orders.
A complete list of those receiving a Member
or Officer-of-the-Year Award is included in
this issues National News (page 93)! •
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FROM THE E.D.’S DESK

DAVID CUMMINGS

Happy New Year! 

“The best recruitment tool
our club has is you.”

Standard Catalog of Mercedes-Benz 
(ISBN: 978-0896897038) by Jim Luikens with Mary M. Hedberg

This book reminds me of an updated version of all the Mercedes-Benz production model books
that were authored by the late W. R. Nitske—a well-respected Mercedes-Benz icon, with a strong
history with MBCA. If you enjoyed Mr. Nitske’s books as much as I have, you will also be wowed with
this new book. Beginning with the 1946-1950 model years and ending in 2008, vehicles are 
showcased with model designations and data. A great combination of over 300 historic photos and
current photos are appropriately placed throughout the book. Categorized information is included
under Chassis, Technical, Performance, History, and graph formats including Model, Body Type &
Seating, Engine Type/CID, Price, Weight (in pounds), and Production totals. For later models EPA
fuel mileage estimates, 0-60 acceleration, and top-speed information is included. Carefully placed
historic Mercedes-Benz ads add to the nostalgia of the appropriate eras and Mercedes-Benz 
Corporation and model anniversary dates help make for interesting reading. This book is a must-
have for any Mercedes-Benz enthusiast and your Mercedes-Benz library would not be complete with-
out it.—David Cummings
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